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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED. 



" The Book of the Courtier," practically forgotten for two and 
a half centuries, is once more revived. It had, through Sir 
Thomas Hoby's translation in 1561, much to do with the English 
ideal of a gentleman, an ideal somewhat contemptuously restated 
three hundred years later by Newman. "II Cortigiano" and 
" The Idea of a University " illustrate excellently the differences 
between the Court of Urbkio and that of Victoria, the age before 
the Reformation and that after the Oxford movement— a differ- 
ence in essential nobility. 

The Perfect Courtier was Castiglione himself, as his latest bi- 
ographer points out;* his life was crammed with splendid events 
and momentous issues. He served great princes, two dukes of 
tTrbino, the Marquis of Mantua and Clement VII. He visited 
England on a mission to the Order of the Garter, and he ended his 
life in Spain as Papal nuncio, trusted and well beloved by Charles 
V. He was the close friend of Raphael and Bembo, the intimate 
of the most distinguished connoisseurs and scholars of his day. 
Nor were his own gifts less than theirs. His letters are still full 
of life; his poetry, both Latin and Italian, keeps even in transla- 
tion a delicate grace that is like fragrance. 

In Mrs. Ady's " Life and Letters " his charm revives. She adds 

to sound learning a rich imagination and a quick sensibility to 

beauty and feeling; and beyond all this, the magic power of 

bringing to life whatever she lays a finger on. For a decade or 

more, she has wisely limited herself to a single country and 

period; so that in taking up this book her reader finds himself 

instantly among old friends with a thousand prepossessions in 

their favor and their author's. Yet never in her successive vol- 

* " Baldassare Castiglione, the Perfect Courtier: His Life and Let- 
ters." By Julia Cartwright (Mrs. Ady). New York: Button & Com- 
pany, 1908. 
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umes has she repeated herself, but with each new book she has 
widened the sphere of interest, adding the Mantuan Court to the 
Milanese and now that of Urbino to the stage upon which her 
splendid figures play their parts. She knows her archives well, 
and publishes in these fine volumes many documents hitherto 
unedited. But it is far more to the purpose that by her shaping 
spirit of imagination she has recreated a world for us, touching 
us with sudden pity or living admiration and reviving, in his 
habit as he lived, the figure of the Perfect Courtier with his spot- 
less loyalty, his statesmanlike wisdom, his dilettante accomplish- 
ments, infallible tact and indescribable grace and charm. 



Every one must be grateful to John Lane for reprinting Den- 
nistoun's " Dukes of Urbino."* This ample and admirable work 
had long been exceedingly costly and hard to come by; and but 
few scholars and no dilettante could afford to be without it. In 
the reprint one misses the quaint outline engravings, and the 
wealth of really beautiful process prints hardly makes up for a 
few choice copperplates. With less excuse, the present editor 
has made almost as many mistakes in his attributions of his 
pictures as the original connoisseur. Who, nowadays, but a few 
museum directors and Mr. Hutton, would call Caroto's " Duchess 
EUzdbetta " a Mantegna or the Paolo Uccello " Profile of a Lady " 
a Piero della Franeesca ? 

Quaint, captious, provincial in historic estimates where not 
frankly partisan, the original work is yet a monument not merely 
of learning, but of critical judgment and taste. James Dennis- 
toun of Dennistoun, disapproving equally of Republican and 
ecclesiastical government, plainly felt that the only proper state 
was modelled on the Whig monarchy. So with irresistible en- 
thusiasm he wrote the lives of four or five condottieri and tyrants, 
believing them in his heart to be somehow nearly akin to the 
border barons of the Scottish marches. Besides such complete 
histories of his leading figures as leave for those who are to follow 
him no occupation, save correction of trivial errors and accumula- 
tion of insignificant evidence, he offers all the title promises, and 
more — memoirs illustrating the arras, arts and literature of Italy. 

* " Memoirs of the Dukes of Urbino, illustrating the Anns, Arts and 
Literature of Italy, 1440-1630." By James Dennistoun of Dennistoun. 
New edition, with notes by Edward Hutton. John Lane Company, 1909. 



